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INTRODUCTION
The situation in the country amply illustrates
thevariations in geography, history, social and
economic relations. It enabled three distinct
zones t() energe in varying degrees of impor-
knce and role-perceptions. These are (in the

descending order) (1) The Gangetic Plains, (2)
The Deccan Plateau alongwith the Coastal
Plains and Island, and (3) The North-Eastern
Region or the Eastern Hlmalaya (Subba Rao,

1956, and Spate, 1968). The population of the
country despite absorbing the Asian and W.
Europcan iniluences, exhibits the domination
of inter and intra-comnunity/regional dilter-
ences and cleitvages.

In this apparcnt ltetcrogeneity, tensiott situ-
ations asserted themsclves in the local,
rcgional and national landscape (Roy,1970).
It cncouraged numcrous entities to emerge

witir clear local aud regional orientations and

alignment. In the proccss, latcnt factors of
casto, religion, lan{Iuagc ancl so on, lbrmed a

part ol the social political interactionsand
proccsscs that dctcrmiued thc powcr relations
bctrvccu inhirbitlrnts, clite groups irnd the tcr-

ritorial unit.This enhanced parochial tenden-

cics and encouraged narrow territorial pcrcep-
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tions and loyalties to get firmly entrenched in
1hc local, rcgional and national polity.These
gave way to regionalism (Knight, 1982). And,
when the status was conceded, it did not
corrospond with the demands of the regional-
istic forces. As a result, a whole range of ten-
sion situations emerged with spatial and tem-
poral dimcnsions.These narrow regionalistic
priorities began increasingly to question the
mtldalities of territorial controls, excercised
by the majority population groups in the fed-
cntl states, legitimacy and at times, the
conccpt of the Indian Nation as well (Menon,
1968 and Gopalkrishnan,1988).

In this context, regional inequalities and dis-
parities assumed wicler ramification with de-

velopment- as it involved politicization of the

lragrnented social structure through a pene-

tration of political forms, values and ideolo-
gics (Kothari,7970). Resources became con-
tending issues. Factors of social and eco-
nonric relations encouraged the growth of
telsion by not bringing about a consensus.

This lattcr aspect not orlly encompassed but
also overrode thc inter and intra-unit (adm in-
istrative) rclalions and exerted a continuous
prcssure on the polity.
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The pcriod after indepcndence also saw the

minclrity populatirtn groups and sub-groups
expressing themselves in political and eco-

nomic terms.This cnabled these groups to
adopt a strong iileological stand. They made

their impact on the existing spatial arrange-
ments try emphasising the need lbr change in
their impact on the cxisting spatial arrange-
ments by emphasising the need lbrchange in
their dcpendency status and subordinate posi-

tions. This exhibited a dcvelopmetttal paradox

-lilr in the contcxt of larger tcrritorial unils,
they wcl'e in nrinority and in spccific loca-
tions, lhcy rverc in mujclrity, sprcad ovcr a

homogencousarcir. Inl'act, this suggcsted thc

improtance of gcogritlllty and rcsources as

detcrrriiririg litctors. Policies to a large t: xtcnt
rverc also rcsponsible lbr this.

TIIE NORTI{.EASTERN ITEGION OF
INDTA

The region has numcrous and divcrse tcrrito-
rial population groups and sub-grouops that
rcprcscntcd a m iniaturc rcplicit oI the co un try.
Tltcse qroups [buttd cortlidence itncl guidaltce

lronr thc lact tltat titcy u,cre awitrc ol' thcir
locirtional advantitgcs and of thc scnse o[
distinctivencss lrorn rcst tlf thc populittiou clI

thccountry in tcrms ol'gcography,social and

cultural aspccts. Thcsc groups through the

processcs o[.state lirrnration and pctlitical

participation, at one k:vel clf gcncralisation,

u,ere brtlught ivithin itn ovcrall intcgrativc
sys tem- the pri nciplc pol itical extctrt oI rvlt ich

rvas clcternrincd by inrcr-administrativc unit
boundaries in thc rcgion.

Htrrvevcr, c()ntclnporritry spatial pattcrn ttt
changc and develol'rnrcnt in the region rv;ts

largcly a product o[ attitudcs and pcrccption
(including resl;onse) o[ the inhabitiu]ts to
thc stimulus originating both rvithin and liom
outside the rcgion as rvcll as to the adminis-
trative measures that wcre adapte d from lime
to timc. It rvill take cluite somctime bclbre the

traditional pattern and those that wcre super-
imposed on the former cease to reflect thc
function and requirements of colonial territo-
rial, polilical and economic sct up in the re-
giou. Restructuring of the paltern to tbrm a
part and parcel of the national community,
thcrefore, will involve periods of instability in
the region.

Prc-independent pattcrn of administration,
objcctives and contacts were primarily gov-
enrcd by politico-economic and strategic otr-

iectives. Policies in opcration in the region zrt

that pcriod, encouragcd movements of popu-
lation into the sparscly peoplcd north-east
lronr the densely populatcd Cangetic delta
(Copalakrisluran,l986). In addition to this,
pilttcrnol land use and land tcnure thatu,as in
pr:icticc, rellccted a distinct bias torvarcls pre-
serving the individual cconomic interests and
colonial political and commercial goals ttrr
thc region - particularly aftcr 1826 when tea

plrrntations wsre coming up rapidly in thc
uppcr Assam and surrounding hilly periphery.
Tliis gave the necded impetus alongwith
adnrinistrativc and tmnsport-scrvicc sectrlrs,

lbr nrigr:rtion to acccleratc and scttlc in thosc

itrcas that rvcre considcrcd to bc negative by
thc inhabitants of the rcgion. In otltcr words,
thcse aspccts I'irrnly irnpl:rntcd impcrialism in
thc conrplex but lluid lraditional socio-eco-
non.ric- milie u o[ the rcgiott.

Thc imprint of el'ttctive administration
(colonial) pen.:tration (cxtcnsion of tcrriorial
corltrol) and lccalising the irnpacts of dill'er-
cnt scalcs, to a greatcr cxtcltt liozc thc inter-
ests o[ the minority groLtps. This rcsultcd in
c()lliprlrtmcntal isa t irtn oI tlte ttrca- citch tlcpict-
inq itsparticularbr:rud oI pollitical, economic
and social characteristics and intcractions.

Colilnial rcquilernctrts, hotvcvcr, dcmandccl
(aud rvcre inlirctcarricd out in a mannerthat
was) a system that was not too controlled, in
thc Brahmaputra vallcy. This gave way to
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construction of road and railway netrvorks
linking the producingareas withthepoins of
oxport (in this instance with Calcutta and to
a lesser extent Chittagong), grorvth of towns,

spread of education, extension of missionary
activities in the intcrior and peripheral hill
areas and othcr rclaled factors drew the

inhabitants of the region trom the traditional
matrices to broad socio-cultural communic'a-
tions cncouraged by thc administratiors. This
rvas pou,erf ul and had protbund impact on the

inhatri tants, partiucli i rly in ternts oI dentands.

Yct, it was apparcnt that the pcripheral hill
arcas o[thc Brahmaputra valley were largcly
igrrore cl and rcrnained sul'rscrvicnt to the intcr-
osts ol thc vallcy and :rdntittistrilt()rs.

Broadly spcaking, British anncxation o[ tlte
rcgion in L826, traitslbrntcd thc tritditional
ctluations in tlx: regiorr. Locatiott of ma.ior

populatitln groups and sub-groups wits,

more or lcss, pcrn.iattcnt rvith only t'erv

grorq)s in thc castcrit itnd s<lutltcrn scctitltts

ol the rcgions cr-)ntinuing thc reitligttcmcnt
and rclocation. Thc trirditional base ol' sttb-

sistance was gcarcd torvards comntercial
explclitatiorr oIrcsourct:s to llarner to thc neccls

of thc coloniiil intcrcsis. This rvas follorved
by signilicant rcoricrttirtion and transfortna-
tion of social and pttlitical milcu. This also

brought thc rcgion ivithin the nittional and

intcrnational gamtrits trnd inllucncos lbr tlte
l-irst time. As a rcsult, traditional equ:ttiotts

and adjustnrenls rvithirt iiud bctwccn tlte groups

Llccame no longer vlriicl. In ils placc, conlpc-

tition lbr spaco aud thc attcndcnt collse-
qLrcnccs [.lcc:autc thc conccrn oIpopulittiott tlI
thc rcgion. ln post-irtclcpcnde tlce period, this

as[)r:L:t a lo ng u, i tlt rtl I ret s bcca tllo impttrtitnt itt
adnr irristrative rc-orgit ttisa tion.

Prior to 19;17, thc rc.r-lion rvas dividccl intcl

Ass:rrr, consisting ol'Citro, Khasi attd Jayan-

tiya hiils, Nortlt Ctrehitr and Mikir hills, thc

Naga I'[ills, tlic Lusltiii hills; North-E:tstcrn

J

Frontier tractsand the territories of Manipur
and'Iripura (Chaube, 1967). [-ate r, after inde-
pcnclcnce till date, lbllou,ing changes took
plirce-

i) North-E:rstern Frontier Tracts was rename-

das North-Eastern Frontier Agency in the

1950's, it continued to under the purview
of the Centre and Assam state. Mainpur
and Tripura became the UnionTeritories.

iD Naga Hills became a seperate state and

rvas carved out of the Assam province;
Naga Hills, Tuensang area and the area

occupied by thc Konyak Naga Tribe in
Present Arunac-hal pradesh were merged
together to form the state of Nagaland in
r953.

iii Betrvcen1963 and 1969, there was all
round opposition to the language bill
promugalatcd by the Assam Government
liom the tribal lxrpulation.This culmi-
nated in formation of Meghalaya as a
irutonomous unit in 1969. It attained full
statchood itt 197?. Manipur and Tripura
rvas also elevatcd to lull statehood in
1972. The same ycar, Lusltai hills or
Mizoram was clevatcd to the status of
Union Territory tioma district inAssam.
North-Rrstcrn Frontier Agency was re-

namcd Arunachal Praclesh and bccame a

Union Tcrritory.

Thc UrrionTerritoriesclf Mizoram and Arun-
achal Praclesh bccame tultledged states in
1987.

SEPARATIS'f TENDENCIES IN TI{E
NOITTI{-EASTERN REG ION

Thc dissatislaction amonq the cthnic nrinori-
tics, alongrvith its manifcstations, has become

a nlirttern o[central concern today (both trom
tho point of thc country as well as the region)It
has rcmaincd a dominant theme in the his-
torical devclopmcnt of the region (Gait,1926;
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Bhuyan, 1 949).Pre-Ahorn and post-Ahom pe-
riods (the colonial pcriod) and the posr-inde-
pendence periods were replete with instances
when the Governmcnts were faced with the
onerous task of maintaining the territorial
unity and political stability of their respecrive
units. This rvas in thc background of possible
isolation and disintcgration.Yet, it is abun-
dan1ly clear that the population per se did not
become active participants in movements lor
separation and indcpendence in the intitial
tbrnral phases (Bcrnard, 1957). This partici-
pation and involvement was to a large extent
influenced by concatirnation o[ events that
succceded the policy decisions and conse-
quent role perception of the inhabitants
(Menon.195B, Mach and Snyder, 1957).

Suffice it to say tlur, with strong possibili-
ties of achieving separation, the minority
ethnic grolrps lbund in the fissiperous ten-
dencies elcrnents strcngthening their tradi-
tional political and social struclurc thatcould
rvell withslancl l.he constant prcssure liom the
modernizinq influences that pervaded as a

rcsult clf adrninistrirtive ordcr in the region
after 1826. Howcver, this was not to be so;
intcr and intra-group c:onl-licts and divcrgcnce
oI interests kcpt them apart and divicled from
each other as well as l-rom thc dcvelopmcnt
aftecting thc region also (Bachrach and
Baratz, 1970). This rvas because, irrcspective
of numerical size, location of the minority
groups was stronq en()ugh to expross thcir
nced to slrcnsthcn thcil idcntity and individu-
ality.

This u,as reintbrced Lry the tirct (that was also
valid 1or thc c'ountry as such) that -

1. Linguistic/dialcct a nd cultural dilferences
within and betrvecn the various popula-
tion groups in thcir spatial contcxt as rvell
as irr the regittn itself, peristed and
survived strong I)rcssures clf assimilation.
The urinority qr()ul)s intcnsificcl their ac-

tivities after independence (SRC,1956,
Bondurant,1958).

2. Among the population groups and sub-
groups in the region, new interests groups
cmerged. These groups gradually sought
more political power, participation, vary-
ing degree of autonomy for their repec-
tive territorial units. They were also able
to swing the population to their view-
points and were able to demonstrate their
demands (Desai,1969 Gundevia,1969;
Roy,1970).

3. In all cases, commonwiththe rest of the
country, perceived and actual exploita-
tion remained one of the major causes
(along with social political backwartl-
ness) lbr making demands tbr redressal
and eventually separation. This often
spillcd over to adjacent tcrritorial units
(Desai, 1"969; Dutta, 1940; Davy, 1975).

Ethnic minorities and to an extent the maior-
ity communily also (majority community
Assamese in the cotnext of' the immigrants)
individually encompassed, more or less a
relatively homogeneous territory and aimecl
at resolving their rcspective problems tfuough
prolonged instability and socio-economic
stagnalion (Gopalkrishnan, 1 986).

Separatist movement in the North-Eastern
Region of India was a lbrm of challenging
thc inevitibility of assimilation. This became
an inrportant carrier ol'ethnic group idcntity
thrt providcd possibilities of encouraging social
arrd cconomic regeneration (Whcbcll,l97 3);
sniith 1979). At the same time, leaving acle-
quate anomalics lbr assimilation to tirke place.
Arnong the cultural distinctive eroups in the
rcgion (Assam vallcy is dominated by mon-
goloid and Indo-Iranian races; hilly peripher-
ies of the valley like Nagaland, etc. are clomi-
nated by Tibeto-Burman groups of races ancl
in the southcrn part of thc vallcy along the
Girro, I(hasi and Jayantia hills, by the Mon-
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Khemar group) separzrtism was resorted to

as a justification for separate existence and

which provided an ideology full of opportu-
nities (Gross, 1967; Anand,1981;
Gosrvami,L975). In tlte process, it ensured

upward mobility tbr the members of the ethnic
strata who had hitherto to been either denied
or excluded from tlte local-regional power
equations (Bhuyan and De, 1940; Barpujari,
et al,1977).

Aspccs of separatism (tenitorial and ethnic-
Williams,1981) intho regionblcnded together
and prcsented a ditficulttramework. This was

reintbrced by region's tcrrain, historical devel-
opment, variations in needs and perception,

etc (Gopalakrislrnan, 1,98 1).

ln the region, the Brahtnaputra valley, cacltar
plains and to an extent the Imphal valley,
became the focal points that encouraged de-

velopment of distinct personality. These be-

came the regional gco-political cores that ei-

lher controlled the region or pcrmittcd access

tbr ils eventual conquest and annexatbn by

other porvers. The mountainous periphery,

surrounding the Brahmaputra valley came

within the ganttrit of thcse cores and as a result
played insignilicant role (except as a factor
in territorial cxpanision). Subsequent devcl-
opments made the region, particularly thc

mountainous periphery, dependent on the

regional and national lbci (Goswami, 1963;

Guha,1977).

Constant exposure to ntodernisation processcs

through cxtens icln oI ad ministration, m ission-

ary activitics and participation in the two
Worlcl Wars, trrought grealer political aware-

lucss irnlong thc inhitbitants of tho rcqion'
These tostercd a sense oI lreedom:tnd natural

ri ghts o f inclepcndence thro ugh sel t'-dstermi-

nation. This cnabled tribal groups like thc

Nagas, Mizos, Boclcls, ctc., to formulate sepa-

rirte political ideologies. Their perception and

rcsponsc, was rcloted in geographical, histori-

cal and psychological environmen8; each group
emphasised its own priorities of action. In
addition to this, they emphasised the separate

relationship they had with British lridia.

However, with the initial sparks of the separa-

tist movements being evident soon after the

independence, geographical and historical
processes encouraged largescale mobilisation
of tlie population of the strategic mountain-
ous periphery. Socio-economic isolationand
inaccessibility provided strong motivation to
escalate the movementtowider and interior
arcas, e. g., intitial stages of insurgency in
Nagaland and Mizoram

Fulther, demands for separation was made by
defined groups through formal organisations

to achieve greater political manouvreability
and economic independence (if not, at least

total autonomy). To an extent, interaction in
social realtions brought subsurntial gains (as

in Nagaland and Mizoram, for the first time,
it cnabled the various tribes and sub-tribes to

unitc and lorm a loose conl-edaration to per-

pctuate separatist movement and finally
ncgotiate with the government forsettlement-
Ana ncl, 1 98 1;Horam, 1975; Goswami,797 5).

Yct, the evcnts were functionally di{ferenti-
atocl and never conicided with the adminis-
trative or tbrmal divisions of territory. As
a rcsult, inter and intra-unit differences sur-

faced. It was at this pointthatthe ethnic theme

bccame important explanatory variable. It
emplrasised the factors of identity, ethnicity
antl diversity. Through these themes, the

minority ethnic groups, whetherinAssam or
surrounding six states in the North-Eastern
Rcgion, cxprcsscd the possibilities or restor-

ing their rightful place, status and position
(Scc also Dofny and Akiwowo,1980).

In addition to this, spatial contiguity and

dispcrsion of the tribal population in the

rcgion (Roy-Burman,1965) as well as relative
unilbrmity in socio-cconomic conditions,
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suggested the spread of separatism among all
the peripheral population groups (these were
evidcnt in Nagaland, in Manipur, in MLoram,
in Tripura and lattcr as a reaction to immi-
grants in Assam and Meghalaya). Thc only
exception to lhis in the North-East, wcrc the
plain tribals like thc Bodos, I(acltaris, ctc.,
who are spatially interminglcd ancl were
consideredpartof thc maiority in anenlargetl
version. Atleast this was the infcrence rvhich
the present author rvas able to make when
the anti-migrirnt movcnlent or the Assam
movemcrlt wils at it Ileight bctwcen 1979-85.
Ancl, in such circumsmr)cres, thc ethnic minor-
itygroups involved in thc movcment, cxhib-
ited a total lack of gc:ographical distinction
and pcrception that wirs rcquired for auton-
omist nationalist movcmcnts (Desai,1969;
Agnew,19t91). This rvus, inturu, rcinlbrced
by political and administralive sotqt in thc
reg ion. l-anuua gc ancl ru I iq io n cxc rtccl cons id -
crablc intluence and were rcsponsiblc in
complicating the problcms turther.

After independencc, the tribal communitics
inhabiting the mountainous periphery, con-
tinued to retain their positittns of stlcial and
institutional distinctivcncss; with the cxccp-
tion that they were brought into the national
mainstrcam. The \utth schedule of the
Consti tution cxtcndcd tulequate guaran tces to
thcsc cthnic minoritics and saltguardcd their
furterosts. For thc discnclrantod clcmcnts, thcsc
mcilsurcs encouragcd them to nrovc towards
scpara tc indcpendent cxistence.

This lattcr aspcct gavc a ncrv trvist to thcir
ir.lcological positions (as statcd by rhc protog-
onists o[ scparirtisln). ldcntity ancl positions
wcrc sutrjcctcd to nitrrorv interprctation, oftcn
at individuul lo,cl. Collcctively, thcsc werc
cxprcsscd in thc tirrnrs o[ demands lbr a
Constitutionitl status as cnjoyed by thc surte
of Janrmu aud Kashniir in thc India Unitln. In
practical tcrms, thesc ntoves aimed at rcstrict-

ingthescopeand level of intermingling while
allowing easy access to the tactors of moder-
nisation and development (Rokkan and
Urwin,1983).

As a result, the ethnic minorities in the
North-Eastern Region of India,

i) in sizable numbcrs, were concentrated in
specilic locaticlns and were able to exert
considerable pressures;

iD were concentrated at the top of the social,
ccononric, and political setup and hierar-
chy in their rcspective territorial Unit^s.
Thcy dominated rhe land ownershiip; and,

iii) with adcquate Constitutional and legal
saftguards, thcy were able to achicve
ntaintaining scparate idcntity. (this was
strengthcncd by the tact that each ofsuch
prominant population groups and sub-
groq)s was srantcd statehood (in case of
sub-groups, riistricts); some got through
pcaceful tritnsition like the Caro, Khasis
and Jaintiya - N{eghalaya; or some tlrrough
violonce I ike Mizos Mizoram or Naga land
tor the Nagas.

Dcvckrpment of the N,Iovcrrrents in the North-
Eastcrn Region

The rcgion had continuously cxhibited rhe
dorninant rolc of the ccntritugal tactors that
tlividcd the people ;rnd the territory con-
stilntly. The rcgion frr:clucntly succumbcd tcr

prcssurcs. This cnablcd the population ele-
mcnls to continuously strive tow,ards auton-
onry i[ not scparation. Howevcr, with the
consolidationof the regionand administrative
re-orsanisation that gave d ilferent population
clcnrcnts a political outlook and a strong
idcological ['rasis, many instances of social
political movcmeuls came to bc treated as law
and ordcr problcm.

Rcvicwing thc ovents that led to separatist
movemenLs in thc rcgion, it is clcar that-
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a) Nagaland had remained the cradlc of in-
surqent movemcnt in the region. Tracing
ils background to ltre-indeircndence pe-
riod, Naga movcment gathercd momen-
1um aftcr indepcndcnce. In 1953-54, in-
tcnse political activity enconrpassed all
theareasof thestirto. In 1956, themilitary
phase was initiatcd when all the tribes
joined hitnds and rose against the Central
Covernment. It rvas at this time that thc
rnoderate clements began to strcss on
c:reation of a separatc Na{ralandwithin the
lndian Union. This lcd to mcrgerof Naea
hills, Tucnsirng arcit ancl Konyak tcrritory
to form thc statc ol'Nagaland. This pro-
posirl was acccptcd and thc State ol
Nagirl:rnd clrmc into bcing in Dcccmllcr,
1963.

While kceping thc cloors lbr ncgotial.'on
tlpcn, thcCcntr:rl Covernmcntstr:pped up
thc c:ountcr-insurgcncy opcrations. Thc
succcss oI thc t-lpcrations rvcrc cvidcnt
liom gradual tveakcning ol'thc insurgent
basc. f'hc insutgcnts r.vcrc, klr thc tirst
tintc bcsct u,ith thc prolrlems oldcsertion,
s urrcndcr by sec t io ns ol' ac tit,ists ;r nd ltlss
o lpopulation supp( )rt. Frcclucnt ccssation
r-lIhostiIitics rvas bloughtinto lbrccat thc
intcruention of thc nrodemtes. Thcse cl'lbrs
f inirlly paid off in 1975, whe n thc Shillong
Accord rvas siqned by thc Central Gttv-
ernntcnt aud the insurgcnts. This ol[i-
cially brought tlrc insurgcncy in thc statc
to an end. l{olcvcr, thcrcrvcre elemcnts
in the insurgent ntovcmcnt rvho did not
irccept thc Acctlrcl, like the Nirtionalist
Str:ial ist Cr: unc i I ol' Naga land, wh ich I i rrkcd

up rvith insurgeutsroups in Manipurand
Uppcr Burnra, to plolong thc insurgency
inthestato antl tlrc rcgion (Anand,1981;
C uuclevi:r, 1 969; Citandcr, 19{35).

b) Tlrc mtiority Mizo Lribal eruups and sub-
sr'oups bcgan to c.{prsas their latlst demirnds

tbr autonomy irnd separation irltcr thc

7

State Government's failure to provide
adequate relief in the lamine af t'ected area
of the Lushai hills. It was a district in the
state. The demand sprcad to all parls o f the
district and was led by the protogonist
rvho displayed f'eudal connections. The
military phase of the movement immecli-
atcly bccameapparent afterthe failure of
the relief rncasures. Counter-insurgency
operationwas soolt aflected with signifi-
cant success in rcstoring the satatus quo.
The dominant element of the movemcnt
was the Mizo National Front which
continucd the insurgcnt operations from
sanctuaries in the Chittagong Hill tracts
(noiv inBanuladcsh), liom Upper Burma
ilnd the inaccssitrle, dcnscly lbrcsted moun-
tainousarcasof thcarea. The 1971, Indo-
Pakistan \Var and the emergence of
Banuladcsh,restric-tcd the scalc of insur-
qcntopcrations. This rv;rs lbllowed by thc
clcvation ol the Lushai Hills district in
Assam to a UnionTerritory status tor this
district that became Mizoram.

Ellectivencss oI countcr-insurgency op-
crations soon lrccamc cvidcnt rvhen the
negoliations betrvecn the insurgcnt cle-
mcnts and thc Govcrnrnent s*rrted. This
\\,as protractcd. lt rvas in 1987, that on
irqrccmcnt was rcachcd - the Mizoram
Accord - u4ren thc hostilities ol'ficially
came to an end. Tho political status oIthe
Union Territory was elcvated to a full
statchood.

.) Even though N,Iainpur (as conrparccl to
othor statcs in the region) has thc closcst
I ink o l' cul tura I al-t ini ty rvi th tire rcst of thc
corultry, insurgcncy has sprcad to all parts
of this uuit rvhich was ir Union Territory
till1972 and al'tcr that a stilte. This state
has lbstcrcd many violcnt scparatist move-
rucnLs sincc tlrc 1960's.

Scparatist ntovcntcnt in thc statc began
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with the Nagr elemcnls in northem Mzmipur

Hills who advocatcd Greater Nagaland.
Other important groups which have been

carrying out insurgent activities in the

state are Revolutionary Pcople's Front,

People's Liberation Army, People's Revo-

lutionary Party ot Kangleipak, Kangleipak

Communist Party and so on.

The wider application of the term 'Kan-

gleipak' by extremist organisations in the

state, clearly ret-lected the perceptions of
the insurgents. This was the ancient cul-
ture of the area or the pre-hindu Manipur.
Normally termed as Meitei extremists,
the insurgents ktve unsuccessfully sottght

severing of their links with hinduism and

cl'rcourage development of the ir ancient

culture. Irt the process, likc thcir Naga

and Mizrl countcryarts, they began

secking assistance tiom othcr countries.

Even though, the insurgent elemcnts in
tho state have forged close links with other

similarclements, both within the state and

outside the state, there were many struc-

tural ancl ideological differenccs and clcav-

agcs in their assoication. Onc of the

significant reasons attributed to Meitei
tanaticism had trcon lack of perceivecl

cconomic development in the state. Insur-

gent activitics and counter insurgcncy

opcrations continuc to dominate thc Ma-
nipur landscape today.

d) Iu Tripura, insurgency was a respott-sc of
thc origional tribal inhabiurns against the

immigrants. Thc t.rLigional tribal inhabi
tants consisted o[ 19 prominentgroups of
Tripuri, Roang, Jatnatia, Hushai Chakma

anrl othcrs. Thcy were nearly 51,Vo in

1941. This rvas rcduccd to 28.5o/oin 1981

antl accountcd lbr less than onc-third of
population spreird over two-thirds of the

state's area oI 10,491 km2. The immi-
grants, particularly after the partition
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overran the tribal heartland. The tribal
response to this immigration from the

delta was in the form of Reang's revolt in
1943. l-tter,their response took the shape

of a political entity termed as Tripura
UpjatiJuba Samiti (TUJS) and became a

reckoning force in 1967. However, soon
open display of violent sentiments by
distinct elements led to split within the
TUJS ranks. The dissident thctions formed
the Tripura National Volunteers (TND
which combined insurgency with tenor-
ism. It tied up with Mizo National Front
also.

Yet, the signing up of the Assam Accord
and Mizoram Accord, brought in new
perspectives and significant reorientation
among the insurgents. This was further
compounded by Chakma Tribal refuges
tiom Bangladesh. This put immense
pressure on the insurgent elements inthe
sLlte. After, an accord was signed be-

tween the insurgents and the Govern-
ment that brought this movement to an

ofticial end.

e) In Assam, the problem of immigrants
assumed a wider socio-political and socio-

cconomic ramifications. The native in-
habitants viewed the immigrant popula-
tion (which started right from the time of
British annexation of the area and opening
up of the area in 1826) as a threat to the ir
identity and economic well-being. And,
termed this as Cultural imperialism by

the dominant group of Gangetic clelta.

Series of native reactions to this emerged

liom time to tine in a sporadic manner.
'fhis was hesitantand slow. Itwas only in
the 1970's, that it became a statewide phe-

nomcnon and trccamc a protracled struggle'

This lasted ttom 1979 to 1985, in which
the protogonists of the movementresorted
to blocadcs, strikcs, etc, An agreement
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was rcaclted between tlte leaders of the
movement and the Government in 1985
and came to bc known as the Assam
Accord. (Gopalakrishnan, 1 986). Horvever,
likcother ntovenlents in theregion, there
were extrcmisls also in the movement.
These elernents were knclrvn as ULFA
who have now rcsorted to tcrrorism.

All these situations indicated the. stress and
strains that had contil)uously exerted pres-
sureonthe inhabitanls of thcregion. Thishad
rcsulted in thc reorgemisations in the existing
regional arrangements and are distinctexpres-
sitlns of regionlrl isnr.

Yot, some of these ntovcments that have put
sub-national demanG have proved to be counter
productive. This is because of the growing
complexity of social ancl economic rclations
within thc major population groups ancl sub-
groups. This has led lodemandsthatrcquire
scrious re-thinking of the existing spatial
arrangements in thc existing administrativc
units in the region.

OI}SEIIVATION S AND CONCLUDING
REMARKS

Movements in the North-Erstcrn Rcgion
have cnouqh attributes to bo classilied under
thc broad category of socio-political move-
ments. These have clistinct political geogra-
phy I'eatures like inaccessibility, isolation,
scarcc but dispersed resource endowments,
and so on. Many of thcm have shown weak
resource base and strong political ideology
basc.

Most o[ the observcrs of these movemcnts
particularly insurgency in thc region have
ernphasisod on the aspcctspropogated by thc
protagonists o[ the movcments. what has been

convcnicntly avoidcd has been why thcse
movements in the North-Ezrst havc shown
greater tendcncy to tLlrn into full scale insur-
gency tiequcntly aclop ting extra-consti tutional
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mcans to attain their respective objectives.
Most of the problems faced by different
administrative unis ofthe regionare of socio-
economic nature. And, in order to achieve
parity with otherparts of thecountry insocio-
economic developments and political repre-
sentation on the local, regional and national
level, insurgency as a means, seems to be a
wcak form of redressal.

Continuous instability, in one form or the
other, has redically transformed the priorities
of spatial arrangements in the region; so that
no population groups or sub-group could claim
exclusive rights over specific locale. The
rcsultant dilemma, transtormed iSelf into ei-
thcr with holding a group or encouraged them
to strive towards sclt'-dctcrmination.

Full sclt'-determination in the present day
context is unlikely to be conceded or sup-
ported. Some considerations and arrange-
mcnts within thc existing administrative
systcm, that al lowed the d iI l'crent popula tion
elcmcnts to exccrcise their choice through
which thcy can retain thcir identity and status.
It also allowed lbr possihle territorial restruc-
turing. In shtlrt policy of accommodation cx-
tcnded to local and rcgional scales.

In addition to this, theimpact of immigrants
on theregional landscape has bcen profound
antl compelled the inhabitanls to reasscss their
position. But, the situations as thcy developed
indicated the operation of the tension parame-
te rs thatwcre directly and indirectly abetted by
reqion's geography and history. These para-
mcters, (1) natives vcrsus oulsiders, and
(2) nativcs versus natives, became part of the
v-rcir>economic and political crisis and centrcd
around resourcc allocation aml transfers, po-
liticirl participation and decision-making.

Pac:e of change was slow and spccific. Fac-
tols of transporhtion and cclmmunication and
inaccessibility continued to hinder the spatial
spread of development and encouraged the
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centrifugal tendencics. For example, troth
Naealaud and Mizorarn exhibitcd extrcmely
backward socio-ceonomic scenario ovcr and

abovc diltiuclt topogrlphic conditions. Tltis
to a larqc extcnt thwarted any eflcctive larg-

escale et'lbrls to accelcratc developmen[ Even

todiry, desp ite bc ttcr i n tiastruc:tural lacil ities

available, the pace of developmcnt could not
keep up with the expectations and aspirations
of thc people. This, alongwith sympathetic
populirtion both within and accross thc inter-
national fronticrs cn;rblcd the proutgonisls to
move towards separation. Inherent, in such
atton"lpLs was tho possitrility of oyercoming
the natural obstaclcs and accclcrating the

dcvclopment procoss in thcir respective areas.

Yct, thcre has been a conspicuous rcgional
cum ctlrnic protesls movement that contin-
ucd tt-r make its impact in thc rcgion. The

Assam movcment, iusurgency in Nagalirnd,
Manipur,Mizrlram or inTripurttasu'cll as thc

plain tribal rroventcll[ in Assant tttday,

consistcntly brought to thestrrlacc a historical
pattcrn oI geographical politics.

This suggcsted that thc rnul ti-ctlinic mosaic ol
the rcgion rvith sevcral laycrs ol identity con-

taincd potential lbr political exprcssions in-
cl ud ing sepa ra tism. Tltc q uestion that nceds to

bc rcsolvcd is thcrclbrc, how, whcu and to
$,h{rtextent, thcrc is tt metamtlrphosis from
social aud gcographicirl distinctivencss tt-l

pol itical cxprcssitln.

Thus, thc krcational l)clspective ofl'crcd tty
the North-Eastcrn Rcgion of lndia, can be

vieu,cd Irttm both rvithin and tlutside, as an

cssential teaturo tor.vitt'cls understanding the

complcx social political proccsscs tlut shapcd

thc responsereaction ol thcinhabitants. This
lc<J to diltcrcnt torms ol'cthno-regional movc-

ments. Furthcr, if it cirn bc assumcd thitt the

naturo and pitttern of systems in opcration in

thcarea, is ol'Iocalchirritctcr, thcn, it canbc
stiltcd as al'l'ccting the strategy ol'tlte inhabi-
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tflltls or those lactirrs that have induced changes

in the region's struclure.

Hou,ever, such trends have encouraged the

dcvclopment of a political myth which en-

couragcd the grorvth of local and regional
movements. Thcse instanc-es were related to

thc perceived needs of the inhabiuants and
wcrc closely linked with aspects of power
(political) and resource. This had remained
paramount and had lar reaching impact in
shirping thc course of cvcnts.

This left protbund changes in the regional
landscapc and enablcd the conscqucnces to

undcrmine the proccss of unilication of the

local and rcgional territorial unit^s with the

mainstrcam. What was and is cssentially nccdcd

wirs the perception and attiude that cncour-
agcd thc proccss ol interdcpendencc, of
agglomaration, spatial pattcrn of resourcc-
uso and dittbsed l'eattros of valucs and

synrbols.

Analysiing thc political dccisiclns, transac-
tions and their diffusion in the rcgion -
through time - itcarr be said that ithas resultcd
in irrca lormation and arca interaction. It hfls

not only inlluenccd the basic politicitl struc-

tr.u'c of thc various population groups and sutr-

groups but also introduced l'undamcntal changcs

in the landscapc. It can be argucd, therelore,

thirt it rvas this aspcct that enablod the cstab-

lishrnent to recognisc the conlbrmity bctween
thr: political action arca and the original
political area (geograhical) olthe North-Rrst.
Yct, lack of conformity had bcen acccpted in

sonrc quarters as challcnging the efl-cctive-

ncss and lcgitimacy of thc government.

In this contcxt, it can also be stated that the

nilture and cxtent of situations have to be

vicrvcd as a part of participation and transac-

tions in thc political geographicitl processcs.

Wlrat has riscn in the rcgion was that the

action arca came as aproduct of rcorganisa-

litln. It w'as a mclsaic of conllicts between
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territuriality and political perception of space.

Action arca ollcn extcndcd well bcyclnd the
origional political area. This often led one to
question thc valiclity ol the fact that landscape
chanqcs stcmmins lrom the rcintbrcing proc-
esses oftcn created a basis lbr converting the

action area into ncrv political arca. This
ultimately inl'luenccd 1he idcological posi
tions of the action groups (protaroniss of
movcmcnts) to include consolidation,
amalgamation and latcr separati<ln in their
stand.

These points have bccn raised in this paper

largcly becausc North-Enst has distinct
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cour)ter action areas which are tcritorially
bascd on perception of space and tlnction-
ally coincident with the arca. In fact the
societal factors that operate in the region
preccded the political precesses. But, obvi-
ously thcse lbrccs were receptive to change
and resulted inconflict bctwecn traditional-
ism and modernism. This had significnat
impact on space,areaand landscape. Thus,
thc totality of the separatist movements in the
North-Eastern Region, is the amalgamation
and intcractionof thc political processes and
gcographical space.
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